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Realizing that each tomorrow is not ours to understand and knowing that God never hurts needlessly 
and never wastes our pain, for every loss, He sends to us, is followed by rich gains.

Today in our loss, our hurt and our pain, we recognize our gains in you, our friends and loved ones, 
for the flowers, your cards, your whispered prayers and every 

deed of kindness have been a source of strength and comfort. We are eternally grateful.

- The Family
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Obituary
Alfred Estille Gray, III was born on May 7, 1955 to the late Alfred E. Gray, Jr. of Winchester, Tennessee and  Nellie Mae Laster

of Cowan, Tennessee. He was married to Vivian Lorraine Hopkins Gray for 19 years.  From this union two children were born,

Kenya Monique Gray and Alfred E. Gray, IV, all of Nashville, Tennessee.

Alfred attended schools in the Metropolitan Nashville TN system. He was a veteran of the Armed Forces, United States Marine

Corps.  Al was an employee with the Davidson County District Attorney General’s office, as a special investigator.

Alfred “Al” Gray had been a part of Nashville's criminal justice system since he was 25. He worked with the Metro Police

department for 19 years before joining the District Attorney’s Office in 1999.  AL Gray was in patrol, then in the homicide unit

and later in the murder squad.

Al’s nature of tenacity and persistence enabled him to be successful in his career. 

In Al’s personal life, he found enjoyment in travel and discovering new and exciting places to visit. 

The light of Al’s life was his family, his daughter, son, and grandchildren, they were his hearts delight. 

Al and his best friend and companion, Vivian Gray, constantly collaborated in the best and most loving means in raising their

children, to ensure a loving environment, as well as, nurturing the growth and development of their grandchildren, which was

Al’s hearts delight.

He is survived by loving and devoted family members, companion, Vivian Gray; daughter, Kenya Monique Gray; son,  Alfred

Estille Gray, IV; grandchildren, Cameron Jameel White, Jayden Alexander Robinson, Nicholas Xavier Gray, Kennedy Shanice

Law; mother, Nellie M. Bodenhamer; sisters, Joy Ann Gray and Lynell  Gray; brother, Thomas Dennis Gray (Regina); aunts

and uncles, Molly A. Bond (Johnny), Vicky Bond, Victor Bond, Samuel Laster (Lula), Harry Laster (Evelyn), Juanita Williams,

Pearlie Gray (Patricia); step siblings, David Bodenhamer, Barry Bodenhamer, Beverly Bodenhamer and a host of nieces,

nephews, and cousins.  He is loved by many and will be missed.
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Cherished Moments Order of Service
PRELUDE The Family 

GREETING

PRAYER Minister

SCRIPTURE Phillipians 4:13

SONG OF PRAISE Friendship Baptist Church Choir

SPECIAL EXPRESSIONS Mr. Torry Johnson      
District Attorney General      

SONG OF PRAISE Ms. Sonja Hopkins
Anointed Life Fellowship Church

SPECIAL EXPRESSIONS Judge Seth Norman
Division IV Criminal Court

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS Mr. Gerald Gilbert
& RESOLUTIONS

FAMILY REFLECTIONS Ms. Joy Gray
Ms. Lynell Gray

SONG OF PRAISE Ms. Kim Gaither
Anointed Life Fellowship Church

SPECIAL EXPRESSIONS Pastor Gregory Hopkins      
Anointed Life Fellowship Church

EULOGY Pastor Jimmy  Greer
Friendship Baptist Church

BENEDICTION

RECESSIONAL

Pastor Jimmy Greer, Officiant & Eulogist
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Loving TributesLoving Tributes
TO THOSE I LOVE AND THOSE WHO LOVE ME

When I am gone, release me. Let me go.

I have so many things to see and do.

You mustn't tie yourself to me with tears,

Be thankful for our many beautiful years.

I gave you my love and you can only guess, 

How much you gave to me in happiness.

I thank you for the love you each have shown, 

But now it's time I traveled on alone.

So grieve awhile for me, if grieving you must, 

Then let your grief be comforted by trust.

It is only for a while that we must part,

So bless the memories within your heart.

I won't be far away, for life goes on,

And if you need me , call and I will come.

Though you can't see or touch me, I'll be near,

And if you listen with all your heart, you’ll hear, 

All my love around you soft and clear.

And then, when you must come this way alone,

I'll greet you with a smile, and say,

"Welcome Home."

– with love, Al

I’M FREE

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free.

I’m following the path God has laid, you see.

I took his hand when I heard him call,

I turned my back and left it all.

I could not stay another day,

To laugh, to love, to work or play.

Tasks left undone must stay that way,

I found that peace at the close of the day.

If my parting has left a void, 

then fill it with remembered joys.

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, ah yes,

This too I will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.

My life’s been full, I’ve savored much,

Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch.

Perhaps my time seemed all to brief,

Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.

Lift up your hearts and peace to thee,

God wanted me now, he set me free.

Your loving companion, Vivian Gray

and children,
Kenya M. Gray & Alfred E. Gray, IV

YOU NEVER SAID

You never said you’re leaving,

You never said goodbye.

You were gone before we knew it,

And only God knew why.

A million times, we needed you, 

A million times we cried.

If love alone could have saved you, 

You never would have died.

In life, we loved you dearly; 

In death we love you still.

In our hearts, you hold a place, 

That nobody could ever fill.

It broke our hearts to lose you, 

But you didn’t go alone.

For part of us went with you, 

The day God took you home.

Love You!

Your granchildren,
Cameron, Jayden, Nicholas & Kennedy
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